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WCTI recently highlighted Duplin County Schools, CTE 
programs at East Duplin High School as we celebrated 

100 years of CTE! WCTI article and link used with 
permission:  

 
Students across the East are getting a hands-on 
education that will carry over into their future careers. 

East Duplin High School is one of the schools in our area 
offering Career and Technical Education classes, also 
known as CTE classes. 

Career and Technical Education is important to helping 

students succeed after school. “It’s important to hit on 
what kids are interested in and lead them toward what 

they’re going to be doing when they leave here,” Corey 
Keffer, a technology, engineering and design teacher at 
East Duplin High, said. 

Today is the 100th anniversary of those classes in the 

state. At East Duplin High, students are involved in a 
variety of classes; like health sciences, where students 
learn CPR skills and the parts of a heart. In Agriculture, 

students are using aquaponics to grow a variety of 
houseplants and tulips. “We’re about to stock the tank 
with fish,” eleventh-grader Jordan Brock said. “The fish 

will supply the nutrients up into the water to the plants 

and help them grow.”  

Congratulations to Sgt. 

Monte Thorne on his 

retirement. 
WE WILL MISS YOU! 

DCS Celebrates 100 Years of CTE 

https://mgtvwnct.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/aquaponics.jpg
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Duplin County Schools Career and College Fair  

 

Duplin County Schools offers CTE courses in ten of 

sixteen schools in areas like business, health 
sciences, and trade/industrial education. 

Students in Keffer’s class are creating robots from 
scratch, and are using trial and error to get them to 
work. Students say it’s harder than it looks. 

“There are certain steps you have to do to get that 
program to work,” Cristo Campos, an 11th grader, 
said. “And if one little step is out of range then the 
whole thing falls apart.” 

Students say having the ability to take these classes 
is beneficial for their future careers. 

“Agriculture is in my family,” Brock said. “We have 
hog farms, and we’re about to build more chicken 

houses. It’s always something I’ve been interested in, 
and it’s really cool to see how plants can grow 
without the soil.” 

And of course, CTE courses have expanded and 

changed with the times since their inception. The 
county has CTE classes in all of its middle schools 
and says it’s committed to making sure these 
programs stick around. 

Duplin County Schools hosted annual 8th Grade Career and College Fair on March 
15,201, which brought students, college representatives, and potential employers together 
at the Duplin County Events Center.  The objective of the Career and College Fair, 

sponsored annually by the Duplin County Partnership for Career Planning, is to reinforce 
the correlation between academics, potential careers and college programs that represent 

those potential careers.  As such, it is also designed to assist eighth grade students as 
they prepare to select high school courses that will enhance their skills for being Career 
and College ready. 

Students had the opportunity to select business, industry, and colleges in which they had 
expressed an interest.  During each session, students learned more about their career 
and college interests by gathering information regarding education and training 

requirements, expected salary ranges, expected opportunities for employment, and college 
programs.  They also participated in question and answer sessions as they went from 

booth to booth. 
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State Science Fair Participants 
North Duplin Jr/Sr High School Students 

Participate in NC Science and Engineering Fair 

A change that was made to this years’ program was the integration of the colleges within 
the career booths.  Each booth was grouped by Career Cluster, which is a grouping of 
occupations based on commonalities.  For example, in the “Law, Public Safety, Corrections, 

and Security” booths there was representation from the fire service, an attorney, the State 
Bureau of Investigations, the Duplin County Probation Office, the Duplin County Sheriff’s 

Office as well as representatives from University of Mount Olive’s Criminal Justice program 
and Sampson Community College’s Basic Law Enforcement Training program.  The intent 
was to help students make the connection between their career interests and the 

educational path needed to achieve in that type of career, whether it be through a post-
secondary credential, a certificate program, an Associate’s Degree, or a Bachelor’s/Master’s 
Degree from a college or university.  

“On behalf of our Board of Education and our students, I want to thank the Duplin County 
Partnership for Career Planning for once again making this wonderful opportunity available 
to our students,” said Superintendent Dr. Austin Obasohan. “We are also grateful for Mrs. 

Tarla Smith and her staff who worked to make this day such a success.  Most of all, we 
thank each of the business and industry and college representatives who took time from 
their busy schedules to come and share information and expertise with our students.” 

 

North Duplin Jr/Sr High School sophomore Andrew 

Bounds and junior Zack Teachey represented Duplin 
County Schools and the Southeast Region at the NC 

Science and Engineering Fair on Saturday, March 25, 2017 
at Meredith College.  Their project, “Get Charged!” 
outlined their efforts to create a wind powered device that 

charges a cell phone.  Congratulations to Andrew and Zack 
for representing Duplin County Schools so well! 
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WRH Students Compete at Regional/State FBLA  

 
 

Makerspace Implementation Begins! 

EDHS TSA Competes at State  

Wallace Rose Hill High School FBLA students had an awesome 
time at the 2017 NC FBLA State Leadership Conference located 

in Greensboro, NC. The students attended workshops for 
leadership style, persuasive speaking, continue legacy and job 

interview. The delegates voted in the Central Region Election 
for the upcoming leaders. They also enjoyed fun activities 
such as Zumba and a dance. 

 
Darren Murphy competed in the high school recognition test 

competition and won 3rd place for Computer Applications at 
the Regional Competitive Events Conference in the Central 
Region at Kinston High School, which qualified him to attend the 

state convention.  
 

Funded with generosity from the Golden Leaf 
Foundation, MakerSpaces have been implemented at 

BF Grady Elementary School and Wallace Rose Hill 
High School.  In these interactive spaces, students and 

teachers have access to a 3-D printer, Cricut cutter, 
video production equipment, robotics and electronics 
kits, a variety of tools, and consumable supplies.  

Teachers at both schools attended professional 
development sessions in the MakerSpaces where they 

received hands-on experience with the equipment.  
Over the next two years, all K-8 and high schools will 

implement MakerSpaces.  

Mr. Corey Keffer TSA Advisor and 14 members of the 
East Duplin TSA club traveled to Greensboro, NC to 

compete in the NC-TSA state conference on April 2nd 
to April 4th 2017.  The teams participated in 18 different 
events including structural design, extemporaneous 

speech, video game design, VEX robotics competition, 
and many others.  Carley-Martin MacFarlane was East 

Duplin's biggest winner this year, winning 2nd place in 
"Essays on Technology" and 1st place in "STEM 

Careers" competition at the state level! 
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Guard, Liberty Tax, Smithfield, Inc., Cape 

Fear Farm Credit, and Nutrena Cargill. All 

students were able to take away valuable 

information to apply to their pathways. 

 

In addition to the opportunity to network 

with businesses, colleges and emergency 

services, students were served refreshments 

by James Kenan’s FCCLA and talked with 

FFA members about career pathways and 

CTSO involvement.  

 

James Kenan High School Hosts Career Fair in 

Honor of CTE Month!  
On Friday, 

February 24, 

2017, the 

Career and 

Technical 

Education 

department 

hosted a Career Fair 

for the students at James Kenan 

High School in honor of Career and 

Technical Education month.  

Representatives from local businesses and 
colleges talked 

to the students 

about job and 

educational 

opportunities in 

the area.   

 

Students were 

able to talk to 

representative 

from Warsaw Fire Department, Duplin 

EMS and Warsaw Police Department 

during their lunch period as well as during 

the fair.  Representatives from James Sprunt 

Community College, Lenoir Community 

College, Sampson Community College and 

the University of Mount Olive were 
available during the 

career fair.  

Businesses 

that 

participated 

included 

Sarah’s 

Refuge, 

Precious 

Moments, 

National 
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First graders in Mrs. Diana Murphy’s class at Warsaw 

Elementary School recently participated in the “STEM 
Pringles Challenge,” a nationwide competition that 

paired classrooms and challenged students to engineer 
the most efficient and safe way to transport a single 

potato chip.  Mrs. Murphy’s students were paired with 
second graders in Mrs. Ellen Wilson’s class at Rumson 

Country Day School in Rumson, NJ. The two classes 
exchanged packages through the US Postal Service, and 
each class weighed, inspected, and scored the packages 

using a rubric.  All of the students learned a great deal 

about materials, design, and collaboration as they 

exercised their engineering skills.  Best of luck in the 
competition to Mrs. Murphy’s first grade engineers! 

STEM Pringles Challenge!  

During the fall semester, Drafting III students at 
Wallace Rose Hill High School participated in the 

North Carolina Modernist Houses, Project Bauhow. 
By participating in Project Bauhow, drafting students 

received a free home computer that they could take 
home and keep to work on their designs. The students 

had to design a modern home in AutoCAD and submit 
them to Architects in Raleigh to be judged. This year 
Project Bauhow did things a little different than last 

year. Previously there was one student from each 
school that participated in the competition that won. 

This time though there were only three total winners 
amongst all schools. Wallace Rose Hill’s, Mariel 

Figueroa was chosen as one of the three winners. 
Mariel received a $1200 scholarship to attend North 
Carolina State’s College of Design, Immersion camp, 
for a week this July. Congratulations Mariel!!! 

Project Bauhow! 

Erin Sterling Lewis, AIA with IN SITU STUDIO, will be coming to speak to the drafting classes at 
Wallace Rose Hill in May. This is an excellent opportunity for students because Mrs. Lewis exposes them 

to designs they haven’t or wouldn’t normally see in our location. 

Speaker to Visit Drafting Students! 
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Agriculture and STEM…What a pair! 
Being a class that is based on both project and hands-on forms of learning, the students in East Duplin’s 

Horticulture class have had quite the green thumb.  Just this past year, students have experimented with several 

different types of gardens and a new idea for composting has taken place.  

 

For the last several months, the students have displayed their knowledge learned in class with their own 

student-made projects, the most prominent being their blended aquaculture system that grows their plants in soil 

and also constantly provides them with water. Along with the hydroponics system, they have also constructed 

five other types of gardens. They include flat and raised bed gardens, a vertical garden, cold frame gardening, 

and a gutter garden.  The gardens are comprised of several vegetables and houseplants such as lettuce, cabbage, 

tomatoes, peas, ivy, coleus, and much more! 

 

With the students being busy with their plants, they have also devised a new form of composting to improve the 

condition of the soil and compare to the growth of their plants in regular soil.  McDonald’s in Beulaville are 

donating their coffee grinds to the FFA and students are finding out a lot that they didn’t know about this 

common product.  In the past two weeks that the project has been implemented, around 100 lbs. of coffee has 

been collected.  “The whole place smells like coffee”, one student said.  Through much experimentation, the 

students have learned through their own failures and provided their plants with a new product to hopefully 

increase growth.  

 

Students are also outfitting *“Sally,” their Farmall tractor, with some new implements to make garden planting 

easier.  Several new equipment designs are being designed, built, and tested by students in the shop.  One 

implement saves time in planting by eliminating the need to change equipment as new garden rows are added.   

 

Agriculture classes provide students with both classroom and hands-on instruction that allows for 

implementation of the engineering and design process and daily involvement of STEM skills.  And it’s FUN! 

*Funding provided by the 

NC Tobacco Trust Fund 

  Katia Cabrera received a $1,000.00 Military Officers Association of America Scholarship! 

  Emma Andre completed a 5K run in 22 minutes 15 seconds and received the fastest time for all 

females! 

  Mavelin Zavala received a $1,500.00 Military Officer Association of America Scholarship. 

She was one of ten recipients from JROTC from across the USA!  

  Joshua Singletary was the teacher of the week for WITN TV in March! 

  Mrs. Emily Sandlin, Mrs. Ashley Jata and Lynn Marshburn on the birth of their children! 



 

It is the policy of Duplin County Schools that no otherwise qualified student shall be excluded from, be denied the benefits of or be subjected to discrimination in 
any educational program or activity solely on the basis of age, sex, race, religion, color, national origin, handicapping condition, creed, political affiliation or any 
other issues based on Title VI, Title IX, Section 504, Title II ADA, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. 

  

“Egg-Cellent” STEM Challenge at CES 
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Fifth grade students in Brittani Becher’s class at Chinquapin 

Elementary School recently investigated motion by launching 
plastic eggs to determine how far they would travel.  Students chose 

materials from nature to add weight to their eggs, and measured 
travel distances after launching with spoon catapults as well as 

their arms.  The longest spoon launch was 250 inches!  Students 
were highly engaged as they combined their math, science, and 

engineering skills in this “egg-citing” activity. 

East Duplin High CTE Department Hosts Open House Night!  

On March 22, 2017 East Duplin High School 
hosted a Career and Technical Education 

open house night for all 8th graders and 
their parents throughout the East Duplin 

district. The goal of the event was 
twofold, students were informed of 

the graduation requirements and the 
CTE/ JROTC departments 

showcased their program offerings. 

The evening began with an information 
session in the auditorium where teachers, counselors, 

and administration shared the many opportunities available 
in CTE and at East Duplin. Prior to the night 
beginning students were given a packet of promotional 

materials that marketed CTE/ JROTC programs and informed 
them of current high school requirements. After the information 

session current EDHS students who are actively involved in the 
CTE programs gave students a guided tour of the campus. The 

event was a huge success and the future panthers and their parents 
really enjoyed being able to ask questions, tour the campus, and 

meet teachers. 


